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5 WAYS TO STRENGTHEN YOUR 
SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION

Welcome back students! 
Your senior year is a 
busy one. Starting off 
your school year with 

intention will be of great benefit to you. 
Let’s start by looking at the costs of 
postsecondary education.

According to Statistics Canada, the 
average tuition fee for a full year of study 
was $6,580 in 2020/2021. The average 
cost of college tuition for one academic 
year in a diploma program is $2,400 while 
bachelor’s degree programs cost approx-
imately $6,100. (Do keep in mind that 
tuition varies by program and province.). 
There are also other expenses to consider 
such as fees, textbooks, equipment, and 
supplies; residence + meal plan; and 
miscellaneous items, e.g., cell phone, 
clothing, recreation, transportation, etc. 

Scholarships, bursaries, & awards 
can help to offset some of the costs 
of postsecondary education. Here are 
FIVE ways to increase your chances of 
receiving a scholarship, bursary, or award. 

1 GOOD GRADES. Work hard to 
obtain good grades. Be diligent in 

your studies. (Grade 11 students — your 
marks matter too!). Larger scholarships 
usually require a strong academic record. 
The smaller scholarships consider your 
grades, but they do not need to be 
exceptionally high. Most bursary appli-
cations do not include specific grades as 
a requirement. 

2 VOLUNTEER.  Volunteering 
demonstrates that you care about 

your community. Volunteer over an 
extended period of time over and above 
the required forty hours Ontario students 
need to complete in order to receive their 
diploma. Get involved in something you 
are passionate about, and if possible, 
volunteer in areas that reflect the career 
you hope to pursue. 

3 EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVI-
TIES. Participate at school. Engage 

in one or two extracurricular activities in 
areas that interest you. Consider a lead 
or co-lead role.

4 PART-TIME JOB. If you can 
manage it, take on a part-time job. 

Maintaining your grades while working 
demonstrates responsibility, discipline, 
and good time management.

5 LEADERSHIP. Taking the lead 
is an asset on applications for 

some of the larger awards. If you can, 
take a lead role in an activity at school, 
church, or wherever you are actively 
participating. What about starting a 
club at school or in the community? Not 
everyone is comfortable in leadership 
positions, however. If that describes 
you, try to engage in an extra-curricular 
program that fosters leadership skills. 

Good grades, volunteerism, extracur-
ricular activities, jobs, leadership — all 
will enhance your chances of being a 
scholarship recipient! 

Good luck with the year ahead! †

http://www.seekingscholarships.com
http://seekingscholarships.com/disclaimer/
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/daily-quotidien/200921/dq200921b-eng.htm
https://www.ontariocolleges.ca/en/colleges/paying-for-college
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2021 SENIOR 
SCHOLARSHIP PLANNER 

 9 Create a scholarship portfolio containing 
an up-to-date resumé, list of achievements, 
volunteerism, memberships, activities, 
awards, jobs, etc. 

 9 Start exploring career options. Meet with 
your guidance counselor to determine if 
you have the necessary prerequisites for 
entry to programs you may be interested in. 

 9 Begin searching for scholarships. Use a 
calendar to list scholarships by deadline 
date. Note the requirements of each, e.g., 
transcript, recommendation letter, etc. 

 9 Let your guidance counselor know that 
you are interested in scholarships. Your 
Guidance Department may provide 
scholarship/bursary information through 
their bulletin boards, Awards binder, 
announcements, scholarship workshop, 
Twitter account, etc. 

 9 Attend the university/college presentations 
at your school/virtually. Ask about their 
financial aid packages. 

 9 Attend the Ontario Universities’ Fair and/or 
the Ontario Colleges' smaller virtual events. 

 9 Register for Fall Campus Days. Take note 
of Virtual Open House dates at univer-
sities and colleges. Attend their online 
financial aid presentations. Check out 
their admissions handbook, guidebooks, 
viewbooks (example here), etc. for in-depth 
information on courses, programs, financial 
aid including scholarships, etc.

 9 Explore the Student Awards page on 
university/college websites. Some schools 
have early application deadlines for Admis-
sion Awards. Contact the Financial Aid 
office at college/university if you need 
assistance. 

 9 Research universities and their programs 
and scholarships at OUInfo. Research 
colleges and programs at ontariocolleges.
ca. If you are looking for an apprenticeship, 
check out OYAP. 

A GOAL WITHOUT A PLAN IS JUST A WISH.

RESOURCE LIST
OUInfo (Ontario Universities’ Info)
ontariocolleges.ca 

Collaborative & Joint Degree Programs
Indigenous Institutes Consortium
French-language colleges and universities
Ontario’s private postsecondary schools
Canadian Armed Forces

Studying in the U.S.? CollegeBoard is a good place to start!

Note: If interested in out-of-province schools, you must check the website 
of each individual school.
____________________________

Helpful infographic: Education Pathways in Ontario
Words/Terms you don’t understand? Check out this Glossary.

POSTSECONDARY FAIRS  
The in-person 2021 Ontario Universities’ Fair (OUF) and Regional Fairs 
have been cancelled due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Instead, there will 
be virtual Ontario Universities’ Fairs held on Saturday, September 25, 
12-2 p.m. ET and Tuesday, October 26, 5-7 p.m. ET. All Ontario universities 
will participate in these virtual events. The events are free. Anyone may 
attend – no pre-registration required.

The Ontario College Virtual Fair (OCVF) will not be running in fall 2021. 
Instead there will be a series of smaller virtual events. Check the website 
for updates.

Study and Go Abroad Virtual Education Fair
Sept. 23, 3-9 p.m. EST

APPLYING TO COLLEGE?
Access to the online college application becomes available in early October 
for programs beginning in the following fall. You may create an account 
then and begin your application at ontariocolleges.ca. You will need your 
Ontario Education Number (student identification number). See the FAQ 
for more info.

The application processing fee is $95.00. An application allows you 
up to FIVE program choices (no more than THREE at any one college).

APPLYING TO UNIVERSITY?
OUAC Pin Distribution will be in October/November. (Check with your 
Guidance Counselor.). Then you can apply: OUAC (Ontario Universities’ 
Application Centre). The base application fee is $150.  Every additional 
choice fee is $50.

https://www.wlu.ca/future-students/undergraduate/assets/resources/get-your-laurier-viewbook.html
https://www.ontariouniversitiesinfo.ca/
https://www.ontariocolleges.ca/en
https://www.ontariocolleges.ca/en
https://oyap.com/
https://www.ontariouniversitiesinfo.ca/
https://www.ontariocolleges.ca/en
https://www.ontariocolleges.ca/en/apply/program-types
https://iicontario.ca/
https://www.ontario.ca/page/french-language-colleges-and-universities
https://www.ontario.ca/page/private-postsecondary-schools
https://forces.ca/en/
https://www.collegeboard.org/
https://www.ontransfer.ca/index_en.php?page=ontarios_education
https://www.ontransfer.ca/index_en.php?page=glossary
https://www.ontariouniversitiesfair.ca/
https://ontariocollegefair.ca/
https://www.studyandgoabroad.com/virtual-education-fair/
https://www.ontariocolleges.ca/en/apply
https://www.ontariocolleges.ca/en/faq/online-application
https://www.ontariocolleges.ca/en/apply/application-fees
https://www.ouac.on.ca/
https://www.ouac.on.ca/
https://www.ouac.on.ca/fees/
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SPOTLIGHT

THE LORAN AWARD

CHARACTER, SERVICE, 
LEADERSHIP

Students who have demonstrated integ-
rity, courage, grit, personal autonomy, 
a commitment to serving others and 
overall leadership potential. Eligibility: 
For students in their final year of unin-
terrupted fulltime studies in high school; 
minimum cumulative average of 85%; 
Canadian citizenship or permanent 
resident status. 

NEW: There is now a single application 
process, as opposed to the former dual 
system of school sponsorship and the 
direct pool. All eligible students may 
apply by filling out the application, 
uploading a transcript, and naming 
a reference. School sponsorship is no 
longer required. Note: There is no limit 
to the number of applicants from a 
single school. 

AWARD: Up to 36 students will be 
selected as Loran Scholars; award 
valued at up to $100,000 over four 

years; tenable at 25 universities. The 
Award includes mentorship, funding for 
summer internships and participation 
in an extensive network of past and 
present scholars. 

OTHER AWARDS: Up to 58 $5000 
Finalist Awards; up to 60 $2000 Provin-
cial & Territorial Awards.

IMPORTANT DATES: 

• Applications will open in early 
September.

• Deadline to apply: October 
13 before 8 P.M. ET. Note: The 
online reference form must be 
completed before the deadline.

• Semi-Final Interviews: Mid-No-
vember–mid-December 2021

• National Interviews: February 
10-13, 2022

Q&A WITH HEATHER SPRATT 
(SHE/HER)
Vice President of External Relations /  
Vice-présidente, relations extérieures
Loran Scholars’ Foundation /  
Fondation Boursiers Loran

1. In addition to receiving the Loran 
Award which is valued at up to $100,000, 
the Loran Scholars Foundation invests 
in their Scholars in other ways. Can you 
tell us a bit more about this?
The Loran Award is not simply a schol-
arship that provides funds for school; 
rather, it is a comprehensive four-year 
community- and leadership-develop-
ment program including mentorship, 
a tri-sectoral summer jobs program, 
and various scholar events, gather-
ings, and experiences. For example, 

all our incoming scholars participate 
in a one-week outdoor excursion 
with Outward Bound, and we have an 
annual scholars’ retreat for all in-stream 
scholars. After our scholars graduate 
from undergraduate studies, they then 
join a vibrant lifelong community of 
support as alumni. Our goal is to foster 
the development of a community of 
well-rounded individuals who will serve 
with integrity over the course of their 
careers and their lifetimes.
2. In 2020-21, there were 6,084 appli-
cations for the Loran Award. What tips 
can you give students on how to make 
their application stand out?
Each application is read by at least two 
volunteers, and they appreciate authen-
ticity. The volunteers are looking for the 
‘why’ and ‘how’ behind the applicants’ 
actions, as opposed to the ‘what’. It  is 
always a pleasure to read applications 
which share honest challenges and 
experiences in the candidate’s own 
voice.
3. Do you have any advice for those who 
participate in the interview (online/
national) process? How can they best 
prepare for the interview?
The best way to prepare is to be familiar 
with your written application, and to 
think through why you care about 
the things you do. We steer clear of 
hypothetical and current events-based 
questions. We mostly want to know 
what makes you tick and how you work 
with people. Other than that, get a good 
night’s sleep the night before and arrive 
prepared to speak honestly and from 
the heart.

https://loranscholar.ca/our-supporters/#universities
https://loranscholar.ca/
https://www.boursierloran.ca/
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APPLICATION & INTERVIEW TIPS 
FROM A 2020 LORAN SCHOLAR
In September of 2019, applying for scholar-
ships wasn’t even on my radar. It had been 
mentioned to me a couple of times in the 
past, but I never saw myself as qualified or 
deserving enough to be noticed in such 
a high regard. As October rolled around 
though, the idea of applying lingered 
at the back of my mind so much that I 
mentioned it to some of my peers who 
simply said, “why not?” If only they could 
feel the feelings of fear, self-doubt, and 
uncertainty I felt – maybe then they could 
understand how reluctant I was to apply. 
Nevertheless, it was that extra little push 
from the people around me that I needed 
to take this meaningful risk. Two years later, 
I am constantly thanking them and myself. 

As I reflect on that period, below are 
my personal tips/takeaways from the 
Loran Award application and interview 
process that will hopefully provide you 
with the perspective of a once very 
nervous scholarship applicant.

THE APPLICATION:

APPLY. It’s as simple as that. I know 
that it may seem obvious, but many 
applicants have doubts about it. I know 
- thinking about the effort it will take to 
write multiple essays just to have your 
name thrown in a pool of thousands 
seems daunting. You might think you 
have such a small chance at success that 
it isn’t even worth it. However, I can tell 
you from personal experience that most, 
if not all, scholarship winners counted 
themselves out until the second they 
got the good news. 

SHOW THE WHOLE PICTURE. 
Write about the experiences that have 
shaped your character and personality. 
Those experiences certainly do not have 
to be impressive in conventional ways 

so don’t worry if you are not a founder 
of a local charity or the president of the 
student council. Most scholarships look 
for depth way beyond shallow indications 
of success. Many scholarships look for 
potential rather than existing success. 
Topics as simple as family, background, 
lived experience, and culture can be linked 
to your school commitments, community 
work, and hobbies, setting you apart from 
other applicants.

PUSH YOUR CREATIVE BOUND-
ARIES. Keep in mind that you do not 
have to follow the traditional cover 
letter style when writing your applica-
tion essays. You can narrate your lived 
experiences in any writing style with 
which you feel comfortable as long as 
you maintain a professional tone. 

THE INTERVIEWS:

Once you’ve reached the interview stage, 
you are most of the way there. 

AVOID OVERTHINKING. One of the 
goals of the interview process is simply 
to confirm the fact that you are the same 
character that the selection committee saw 
and admired on paper. Treat it as a simple 
conversation with a new friend who is eager 
to learn more about you, your background, 
your motives, and your goals. 

GET PERSONAL. Yes, you want to 
help others and yes, you want to change 
the world – but the interviewers have 
heard that before. Dig deeper into your 
mind and self to give them your personal 
intrinsic motivation, e.g., a person in your 
life or a lived experience that pushes 
you to do the work you do and pursue 
your goals. 

BE REAL. Absolute perfection is 

alarming! Don’t be afraid to discuss 
vulnerabilities as well as improvements 
you are looking to make as you transition 
to university life. Avoid pursuing the 
typical method of “selling” yourself as 
you would for a job interview. Show the 
interviewers that you have the emotional 
maturity to acknowledge your strengths 
as well as weaknesses, and that you are 
determined to grow and improve every 
day. 

SHOW UP READY. Many people, 
including myself, tend to “blank out” 
during interviews. To account for that 
potentially hindering adrenaline rush, 
I recommend writing notes with ideas 
regarding your unique characteristics, 
significant contributions, and intrinsic 
motives. Writing and reviewing such 
notes before interviews would help keep 
a fresh arsenal of ideas in your mind, 
allowing you to lead and maintain a 
fruitful conversation. 

Now, on a personal note: Why do I think 
I was selected as a Loran Scholar? The 
answer is simple: I was authentically me. I 
wore my flaws on my sleeve and was vocal 
about my ambitions. Potential applicants: 
Each of you has a completely original 
collection of stories, personality traits, 
memories, passions, and lived experiences, 
so let that shine through in your applica-
tion. You are one-of-a-kind.

Taim Saeed is a 2020 
McCall MacBain Loran 
Scholar from Kingston, 
Ontario. He is currently 
in his second year of 
studies in the McMaster 
University Health Sciences 
(Honours) program while 
pursuing a minor in 
Business. 
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THREE MAIN TYPES OF SCHOLARSHIPS

1 ACADEMIC: high academic 
achievement 2  MERIT: achievement in 

leadership, volunteerism, 
athletics, etc. 

3  NEED-BASED (ALSO 
CALLED BURSARIES): 
financial background

*Note: Scholarships may be a combination of the above.

Financial Aid Terms 
You Need to Know

AWARD: An award may be granted in 
monetary or gift form. It is typically given in 
recognition of achievement or excellence. 

BURSARY: A bursary is FREE MONEY based 
on individual financial need and may include a 
minimum expectation of academic achievement 
or other criteria such as leadership, commu-
nity involvement, etc. Students are generally 
required to apply for bursaries outlining their 
need for resources. 

SCHOLARSHIP: A scholarship is FREE 
MONEY based on various criteria such as 
academic achievement, leadership, commu-
nity involvement, or other earned merit, or a 
combination of these elements. Financial need 
may be a consideration as well. The scholarship 
usually reflects the values of the donor.

STUDENT GRANT: A Canada Student 
Grant is FREE MONEY from the government 
based on financial need. When you qualify for 
student financial assistance, you are automat-
ically assessed for both Canada Student Loans 
(see below) and Canada Student Grants. You 
may be eligible to receive more than one grant. 

STUDENT LOAN: A Canada Student 
Loan is assessed based on financial need. It is 
money that must be repaid when you finish 
school. Interest is charged on the loan amount. 
In Ontario, if you qualify for a student loan, you 
can opt out of the loan, and receive the grant 
only. Financial assistance is delivered through 
the Ontario Student Assistance Program (OSAP).

UPCOMING UNIVERSITY AWARDS 

University of Toronto 
National Book Award 

Nomination required.

The National Book Award is designed to recognize 
outstanding students from across Canada. Part of 
the selection process involves your school choosing 
their top candidate for nomination. Schools can 
nominate one student per year. Canadian high 
schools that have previously participated in the 
National Book Award program are contacted 
annually by email with a personalized, secure 
nomination form. These schools are contacted by 
mid-September of each year. If you are a school 
official, and your school has not received the link 
for the 2021 Book Award, or your school has not 
previously participated in the National Book Award 
program, please email national.enquiry@utoronto.
ca to obtain the link to your school’s customized 
nomination form. If you are a student, please 
contact your guidance counsellor to ask if you may 
be considered and/or for additional information.

Deadline for schools to submit a nomination: 
October 14.

University of Toronto 
National Scholarship 

A Canadian citizen, permanent resident, or 
protected person currently in their final year of 
Canadian secondary school; intending to begin 
university the following academic year; a National 
Book Award nominee (see Book Award info above) 
or self-identify as meeting the criteria; an original 
and creative thinker; committed to school and 
community; a high achiever in academic and 
creative pursuits; enthusiastic about learning and 

intellectual exploration. Each 
year approximately ten students 
are named National Scholars 
(winners) and ten are named Arbor 
Scholars (runners-up).

Award: National scholars receive tuition, inci-
dental, and residence fees for up to four years. 
Finalists not designated as National Scholars 
receive Arbor Scholarships at a value of $7,500 
in the first year and $1,500 per year for three 
additional years of undergraduate study. 

Deadline: October 21

Queen’s University Major 
Admission Awards

Apply for admission to Queen’s through the 
OUAC by November 20 to ensure access to the 
Major Admission Award Application and have 
it completed by the deadline of December 1. 
Recipients are those “students who demonstrate 
superior academic ability, creative and original 
thinking, involvement in school/community 
activities, and proven leadership.” Financial 
need may also be a consideration. See FAQs.

Award: Several scholarships. 
Deadline: December 1.

https://www.ontario.ca/page/osap-ontario-student-assistance-program
https://future.utoronto.ca/national-scholarship/
https://future.utoronto.ca/national-scholarship/
http://www.queensu.ca/studentawards/financial-assistance/admission-scholarships-bursaries-and-awards/major-admission-awards
http://www.queensu.ca/studentawards/financial-assistance/admission-scholarships-bursaries-and-awards/major-admission-awards
https://www.ouac.on.ca/
https://www.queensu.ca/studentawards/faqs/admission-awards
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SCHOLARSHIP UPDATES 

Basilicata Cultural Society of 
Canada Scholarships

Not offered in 2021.

Credit Education Week 
Canada (CEWC) Essay Contest

No longer offering the essay contest. 
Instead there will be a  Student “Social 
Media Contest” in November. Continue 
to check website for updates.

Horatio Alger Association 
Of Canada National 
Entrepreneurial and Canadian 
Scholarships 

Applications open in December 2021.

James Lee Foundation 
Scholarship

Open to emerging creative talent from 
across Canada wanting to enter the 
advertising industry. Entrants must be 
non-professional Canadian residents 
over the age of 16. 

Award: One $5,000 award
Portfolio submissions will be accepted 
online to September 15.

Sun Life Global Investments 
LiveBright Scholarship 
Program

Residents of Canada who are between 
the ages of 16-25 or entering their first 
year of post-secondary education. High 
school seniors or graduates who plan to 
enroll in fulltime undergraduate study 
at an accredited two-year or four-year 
college, university, or vocational technical 
school or equivalent post-secondary 
school for the entire upcoming academic 
year. The award has a focus on gender 
diversity. Awarded based on: Leadership 
and participation in school and commu-
nity activities; An understanding of why 

gender diversity is important within an 
organization; Past academic performance; 
Work experience; Other awards or acco-
lades. *If the applicant is less than 18 years 
of age at the time of their application, a 
parent or legal guardian must sign on 
their behalf.

Award: Five $2,000 scholarships 
Deadline: September 15 

(O) Ontario Heritage Trust: 
Young Heritage Leaders 
Scholarship 

Nomination required. 
Residents of Ontario age 24 or under at 
the time of the nomination submission. 

Award: $3,500
Deadline: September 30

(O) 4-H Ontario: Bertram and 
Hazel Stewart Dairy Youth 
Education Award & Bursary 

Currently enrolled in Grades 9, 10 or 
11; a 4-H Ontario Member and part of 
4-H Dairy Club for at least three years 
(minimum one 4-H project per year).

Award:  $1,000 is  payable upon 
successful completion of first year of 
postsecondary schooling.
Deadline: October 1, 9:00 a.m.

The Loran Award 

School sponsorship is no longer required. 
There is no limit to the number of appli-
cants from a single school.

Award: Renewable for up to four years, 
total value of $100,000. Up to 118 
finalist, provincial & territorial awards, 
honour citations and semi-finalist 
certificates. Info here (English) and here 
(French).
Deadline for all applications: October 
13 before 8 p.m. ET

(O) Coalition of Black Trade 
Unionists (CBTU) Ontario 
Canada Chapter’s Ann 
Newman Scholarship

For a member, child, grandchild, or 
family member of a CBTU member in 
good standing, or a youth in the Black 
community who will be graduating from 
High School.

Award: One $1000 scholarship
Deadline: October 29 (last Friday in 
October)

Canadian Junior Limousin 
Association (CJLA) 
Scholarships

Awarded to CJLA members. 

Award: Two $500 scholarships
Deadline: October 31

Canadian Military Engineers 
Association (CMEA) Bursary 
Program

A CMEA member, or a dependant of a 
current or deceased CMEA member

Award: Nine $1500 bursaries
Deadline: October 31
Also see: Scholarships and Bursaries Spon-
sored by CME Family Members

http://
http://www.basilicatacultural.ca/main/index.php/scholarships
http://www.basilicatacultural.ca/main/index.php/scholarships
https://horatioalger.ca/en/scholarships/about-our-scholarships-programs/dates-deadlines/
https://horatioalger.ca/en/scholarships/about-our-scholarships-programs/dates-deadlines/
https://horatioalger.ca/en/scholarships/about-our-scholarships-programs/dates-deadlines/
https://horatioalger.ca/en/scholarships/about-our-scholarships-programs/dates-deadlines/
https://jamesleefoundation.com/scholarship/
https://jamesleefoundation.com/scholarship/
https://www.sunlifeglobalinvestments.com/en/about-us/livebright-scholarship-program/
https://www.sunlifeglobalinvestments.com/en/about-us/livebright-scholarship-program/
https://www.sunlifeglobalinvestments.com/en/about-us/livebright-scholarship-program/
https://www.heritagetrust.on.ca/en/index.php/pages/programs/recognition-programs
https://www.heritagetrust.on.ca/en/index.php/pages/programs/recognition-programs
https://www.heritagetrust.on.ca/en/index.php/pages/programs/recognition-programs
https://4-hontario.ca/youth/scholarships-grants-awards/scholarships/
https://4-hontario.ca/youth/scholarships-grants-awards/scholarships/
https://4-hontario.ca/youth/scholarships-grants-awards/scholarships/
https://loranscholar.ca/loran-award/
https://loranscholar.ca/becoming-a-scholar/our-awards/
https://www.boursierloran.ca/devenir-boursier/nos-bourses/
http://cbtu.ca/join-us/scholarships/
http://cbtu.ca/join-us/scholarships/
http://cbtu.ca/join-us/scholarships/
http://cbtu.ca/join-us/scholarships/
http://limousin.com/juniors/scholarships-and-travel-opportunities
http://limousin.com/juniors/scholarships-and-travel-opportunities
http://limousin.com/juniors/scholarships-and-travel-opportunities
https://cmea-agmc.ca/cmea-bursary-program
https://cmea-agmc.ca/cmea-bursary-program
https://cmea-agmc.ca/cmea-bursary-program
https://cmea-agmc.ca/scholarships-and-bursaries-sponsored-cme-family-members
https://cmea-agmc.ca/scholarships-and-bursaries-sponsored-cme-family-members
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SCHOLARSHIPS WITH NOVEMBER/DECEMBER DEADLINES

NOVEMBER DEADLINES
Indspire Building Brighter 
Futures: Scholarships, 
Bursaries and Awards For 
First Nation, Inuit, and Métis 

Students pursuing full- and part-time 
studies in college, university, skilled 
trades (one -month to four-year 
programs), apprenticeships, and tech-
nology programs. Awards & bursaries 
are assessed on financial need, merit, 
and giving back (community involve-
ment). Scholarships are assessed on 
merit. (There are very few scholarships.).

Award: $1,000-$30,000
Deadlines: November 1, February 1, 
August 1

TD Scholarships for 
Community Leadership 

For students in last year of high school; 
Canadian citizens or have perma-
nent resident status; demonstrated 
leadership in improving community, 
e.g., cleaning up the environment, 
promoting social justice, fighting child 
poverty; min. average 75% in recently 
completed school year. Required: 
600-word essay; letter of recommen-
dation from your school; two letters 
of support from community groups; 
transcript. Optional: Two 250-word 
essays on family/personal life and 
about your life experiences if you have 

taken a year or more away from high 
school, respectively. Check out past 
recipients.

Award: Up to twenty renewable scholar-
ships; up to $10,000 per academic year; 
$7,500 a year for living expenses; max. 
four years; also, mentorship opportunities, 
offers of summer employment, etc. 
Deadline: November 15

*Note: Each of five regions (Atlantic 
Canada, Quebec, Ontario, Prairies/
Northwest Territories/Nunavut, and 
British Columbia/Yukon) will have at 
least two scholarship recipients. 

Nordiq Canada Ski to School 
Scholarship

*To find information on the most recent 
scholarships, click on Document Centre 
tab; use KEYWORD search bar (“Ski to 
School Scholarship”)

Students attending a Canadian post-
secondary, university, or college educa-
tional institute as a fulltime student in 
the next academic year. The Selection 
Committee may consider individuals 
attending on a part-time basis provided 
the individual will be completing a full 
academic year within a twelve-month 
period. Achieved a grade average of B+ 
(80%) or above; demonstrated national 
level potential in cross country skiing; 
a licensed racer & member of a ski 

club in Canada. Required: 500-word 
letter, summary of racing experience; 
information concerning other prizes, 
etc.; academic transcript; reference.

Award: $500 (The value will depend on 
size of endowment and interest earned.)
Deadline: November 15 

(O) OSSTF (Ontario Secondary 
School Teachers’ Federation)/
FEESO: Student Achievement 
Awards in Honour of Marion 
Drysdale 

Writing and creative arts competi-
tion for all public secondary school 
students in Ontario; a student must 
be supported by an OSSTF/FEESO 
member (teacher or education worker) 
who has worked directly with the 
student. Submit creative work (Prose 
and Poetry/Visual and Media) based 
on the year’s theme. Each school may 
submit one entry per category (eight 
categories). *See Student Tip Sheet.

Award: Nine $1000 awards 
Deadline: November 20

_________

“You can’t use up creativity. The 
more you use, the more you 
have.”
— Maya Angelou (1928 -2014), American 

poet, memoirist, and civil rights activist.

NOTES:
• Scholarships are in order of application deadline. 
• Scholarships that require a nomination are tagged as such.
• Scholarships with an (O) beside them are for Ontario students only.
• Some scholarships have been suspended or the websites have not been updated due 

to COVID-19. Keep checking the websites for the most current information.

https://indspire.ca/programs/students/bursaries-scholarships/
https://indspire.ca/programs/students/bursaries-scholarships/
https://indspire.ca/programs/students/bursaries-scholarships/
https://indspire.ca/programs/students/bursaries-scholarships/
https://www.td.com/ca/en/personal-banking/solutions/student-banking/community-leadership-scholarship-for-canadians/
https://www.td.com/ca/en/personal-banking/solutions/student-banking/community-leadership-scholarship-for-canadians/
https://nordiqcanada.ca/news-item/weekly-division-update-november-6-12/
https://nordiqcanada.ca/news-item/weekly-division-update-november-6-12/
http://www.osstf.on.ca/services/awards-scholarships-grants-and-bursaries/osstf-feeso-awards-for-non-members.aspx
http://www.osstf.on.ca/services/awards-scholarships-grants-and-bursaries/osstf-feeso-awards-for-non-members.aspx
http://www.osstf.on.ca/services/awards-scholarships-grants-and-bursaries/osstf-feeso-awards-for-non-members.aspx
http://www.osstf.on.ca/services/awards-scholarships-grants-and-bursaries/osstf-feeso-awards-for-non-members.aspx
http://www.osstf.on.ca/services/awards-scholarships-grants-and-bursaries/osstf-feeso-awards-for-non-members.aspx
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DECEMBER DEADLINES
(O) Government of Ontario 
David C. Onley Award for 
Leadership in Accessibility: 
Youth Leadership Award 

Nomination required. 
(Scroll down website page for info.). For 
a young person (16-24) who shows lead-
ership and commitment to developing 
the potential of people with disabilities. 

Award: $5000 
Deadline: December 3

Generation Google 
Scholarship (North America)

Students intending to be enrolled in 
or accepted as a full-time student in 
a Bachelors, Masters, or PhD program 
at an accredited university or college 
in the United States or Canada for the 
2022-2023 academic year; studying 
computer science, computer engi-
neering, or a closely related technical 
field; Demonstrate a strong academic 
record; Demonstrate financial need; 
Exemplify leadership and demonstrate 
passion for improving representation of 
underrepresented groups in computer 
science and technology; students 
that identify with groups historically 
excluded from the technology industry 
encouraged to apply. Recipients will be 
selected based on the overall strength 
of their essays and application materials 
compared to the entire applicant pool 
or respective peers, e.g., high school 
students compared to other high 
school students. Required: Resume, 
most recent transcript, and three short 
answer responses.

Award: $10,000 USD (for those studying 
in the US) or $5,000 CAD (for those 
studying in Canada)
Deadline: December 4

*Note: See also the Computer Science 

Summer Institute (CSSI). 

Generation Google 
Scholarship (North America): 
for women in gaming

Students Intending to be enrolled in 
or accepted as a full-time student in a 
Bachelors, Masters, or PhD program at 
an accredited university or college in the 
United States or Canada for the 2022-
2023 academic year; studying video 
game programing, game engineering, 
game design and development or a 
closely related technical field in gaming; 
Demonstrate a strong academic record; 
Demonstrate financial need; Exemplify 
leadership and demonstrate passion 
for increasing the involvement of 
women in gaming. Recipients will be 
selected based on the overall strength 
of their essays and application materials 
compared to the entire applicant pool 
or respective peers, e.g., high school 
students compared to other high 
school students. Required: Resume, 
most recent transcript, and three short 
answer responses.

Award: Selected students will receive 
$10,000 USD (for those studying in the 
US) or $5,000 CAD (for those studying 
in Canada).
Deadline: December 4

BURGER KING McLamore 
Foundation Scholars Program 

Employees, or dependent children 
of employees, pursuing a traditional 
postsecondary education; or high 
school seniors graduating from grade 
12 (Canada) or graduating from home 
school education; have a cumulative 
high school grade point average of 2.5 
or higher on a 4.0 scale, or the equiv-
alent; Plan to enroll full-time, without 
interruption, for the entire 2022-23 

academic year at an accredited two- or 
four-year college, university or vocation-
al-technical school in the U.S., Canada 
or Puerto Rico

Application submissions will be capped 
at 50,000.  If the cap is reached prior 
to the deadline, the application will 
no longer be available. See FAQ. See 
SELECTION PROCESS AND AWARDS.

Award: $1,000 to $50,000.  Most schol-
arships are non-renewable awards of 
up to $1,000.
Deadline: December 15 

French for the Future 
National Essay Contest 

For students in Grades 10-12 who wish 
to pursue postsecondary studies in 
French, and who are in one of two 
categories:

Category 1: French Second Language 
(“FSL”): students whose first language is 
not French or students who are currently 
enrolled in Core French, Extended Core 
French, Basic French, French Immersion, 
or any other version or type of FSL 
program, available in their province or 
territory of residence, and who do not 
match any of the French First Language 
criteria.

Category 2: French First Language 
(“FFL”): students who satisfy one or 
more of the following criteria:
– whose first language is French; who 
speak, write and comprehend French 
with native fluency; who regularly 
speak French at home with one or both 
parents; who attend or have attended a 
French First Language school for more 
than 3 years within the past 6 years. 

Required: 750-word essay on the year’s 
theme. Read the Rules and Regulations 
as well as the Evaluation Grid before you 

https://www.ontario.ca/page/honours-and-awards-inclusion
https://www.ontario.ca/page/honours-and-awards-inclusion
https://www.ontario.ca/page/honours-and-awards-inclusion
https://www.ontario.ca/page/honours-and-awards-inclusion
https://buildyourfuture.withgoogle.com/scholarships/
https://buildyourfuture.withgoogle.com/scholarships/
https://buildyourfuture.withgoogle.com/programs/computer-science-summer-institute/
https://buildyourfuture.withgoogle.com/programs/computer-science-summer-institute/
https://buildyourfuture.withgoogle.com/scholarships/generation-google-scholarship/
https://buildyourfuture.withgoogle.com/scholarships/generation-google-scholarship/
https://buildyourfuture.withgoogle.com/scholarships/generation-google-scholarship/
https://burgerking.scholarsapply.org/
https://burgerking.scholarsapply.org/
https://burgerking.scholarsapply.org/about.php
https://burgerking.scholarsapply.org/information.php
https://www.french-future.org/programs/essay-contest/
https://www.french-future.org/programs/essay-contest/
https://www.french-future.org/programs/essay-contest/rules-and-regulations/
https://www.french-future.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Grille-d%C3%A9valuation-CNR-2020-2021.pdf
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start writing your essay. Previous winning 

essays here.

Award: Ninety-eight $1,000-$20,000 

prizes offered in partnership with 

fourteen postsecondary institutions.

Deadline: December 18

*See also ACUFC’s Bursaries for Postsec-

ondary Studies in French as a Second 

Language. A yearly program estab-

lished by the Government of Canada. 

$3000 bursaries from twenty-six post-

secondary institutions for English-

speaking Canadians enrolled in the first 

year of a college or university program, 

and who intend to take at least 50% of 

their courses and participate in related 

activities (placements and training 

activities in the community) in French. 

Special consideration will be given to 

students facing financial challenges 

and those who come from under-rep-

resented groups.

International Alliance Of 
Theatrical Stage Employees 
(IATSE), Moving Picture 
Technicians, Artists And Allied 
Crafts Of The United States, 
Its Territories And Canada / 
Richard F. Walsh / Alfred W. 
Di Tolla / Harold P. Spivak 
Foundation Scholarships

For the son or daughter of a member 
in good standing of the IATSE, and a 
high school senior at time of applica-
tion and has or is about to apply for 
admission to an accredited college or 
university which will lead to a bachelor’s 
degree. Required: Official high school 
transcript, recommendation letter(s). 
Canadian students should note on the 
application that neither SATs nor the 
National Merit Scholarship Exam are 
offered to Canadian students applying 
to Canadian universities.

Award: Ten $2,500 scholarships each 
year totaling $10,000 over a four-year 
period.
Deadline: December 31. Note: The 
application must be mailed in.

SOS Safety Scholarship 

For students (ages 13-19) active in their 
community and in safety initiatives; plan 
to attend a Canadian postsecondary 
institution; must creatively prepare 
and upload an essay, action plan, or 
resource guide that outlines prevention 
of the social issues covered in SOS Safety 
magazine, e.g., bullying, suicide, gang/
youth violence, drug addiction, etc. 
Written submissions: max. 1500 words; 
double-spaced; numbered pages. Video 
submissions: max. ten minutes; must not 
contain any content that violates the 
privacy or intellectual property rights of 
any third parties.

Award: One $5000 scholarship 
Deadline: December 31 

Three Scholarship 
Myths

Myth #1: You must be a 
high academic achiever, 
have an amazing talent, 
or be a student athlete to 
win scholarships.

While it  is  true that certain 
attributes such as high academic 
achievement will put you in the 
running for more scholarships, 
there are many scholarships 
that reward volunteerism in the 
community, participation in clubs 
or sports, or leadership skills. 
There are all types of eligibility 
requirements. And scholarship 
committees decide who best 
meets the criteria, and it may 
not be the person who has the 
highest average.

Myth #2: I won’t win a 
scholarship because there 
is too much competition.

There is a lot of competition for 
scholarships with large award 
amounts. However, there are 
many more scholarships with 
smaller award amounts and a lot 
less competition — which means 
a better chance of winning. Small 
awards add up!

Myth #3: Scholarships are 
only for those students 
attending university.

Many scholarships are offered to 

those intending to go to college, 

trade school, and technical school, 

as well as university. Don’t count 

yourself out!

https://www.french-future.org/programs/essay-contest/2020-2021-winners/
https://www.french-future.org/programs/essay-contest/rules-and-regulations/
https://acufc.ca/fslbursaries/
https://acufc.ca/fslbursaries/
https://acufc.ca/fslbursaries/
https://iatse.net/scholarship/
https://iatse.net/scholarship/
https://iatse.net/scholarship/
https://iatse.net/scholarship/
https://iatse.net/scholarship/
https://iatse.net/scholarship/
https://iatse.net/scholarship/
https://iatse.net/scholarship/
https://iatse.net/scholarship/
https://sossafetymagazine.com/youth-projects/5000-scholarship-yearly-bursary/
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OPPORTUNITIES & AWARDS 

Duke of Edinburgh’s 
International Award (Canada) 

The Award is available to young 
people (14-24 years old) and is the 
world’s leading youth achievement 
award.  I t  i s  a  non- competit ive 
program designed to encourage 
young people to develop positive 
skills and lifestyle habits, broaden 
interests and experiences in a wide 
range of  cultural,  adventurous, 
and practical activities. The Award 
concept is one of individual chal-
lenge. It equips young people for 
life regardless of their background, 
culture, physical ability, skills, and 
interests. Principles of the Award 
here. More about the Award here. To 
find out how the award works, click 
here. For all other information for 
students and parents, scroll to the 
bottom of the website page.

Government of Canada: 
#RisingYouth Community 
Service Grants  

Grants for young people (15-30 years 
old) who are ready to take action 
through designing a project to 
support their community. Currently 
prioritizing grant applications that 
respond to the COVID-19 Pandemic. 
$250-$1500 grants. Applications are 
reviewed on an ongoing basis. You 
will receive a response within 30 days 
of applying.

(O) Legislative Assembly Of 
Ontario Youth Arts Program 

Ontarians aged 12-18. Each year, 
youth from across the province 
are invited to display their works 
of art throughout the Legislative 
Building,  from Januar y through 
March, showcasing their creativity 

and diverse artistic abilities. Artwork 
submitted consists of a variety of 
media including photography; sculp-
tures; ceramics and pottery; drawings 
in ink, pencil and charcoal; acrylic, 
oil and watercolour paintings. They 
are “still in the process of finalizing 
which programs will be offered in 
the coming year, including the Youth 
Arts Program.” Continue to check 
website for updates.

The Starfish Canada’s Top 25 
Environmentalists Under 25 

Nomination (or self-nomination) 
required. 

For leaders w h o  h a ve  m a d e  a 
significant contribution to environ-
mental education and awareness in 
their respective communities. Typi-
cally, nominations open in October. 
Follow The Starfish Canada Facebook 
page for up-to-date information.

(O) Lieutenant Governor’s 
Ontario Heritage Award for 
Youth Achievement 

Nomination required. 
Residents of Ontario age 24 and 

under at the time of the nomina-
tion submission; made exceptional 
volunteer contributions to heritage 
conservation; demonstrated leader-
ship; commitment; creativity; positive 
impact on the community, region or 
province; good conservation practices

Deadline: September 30 
Note: Nominees to this Award who 
do not receive the Award can be 
recognized through Young Heritage 
Leaders ($3500 scholarship) if both 
program options are selected on the 
nomination form.

Government of Canada: 
Employment and Social 
Development Canada 
Enabling Accessibility Fund 
(EAF): Youth Accessibility 
Leader 

The EAF is currently looking for youth 
(15-30) who want to demonstrate lead-
ership and their commitment to their 
communities. Unique opportunity for 
young leaders to make a difference in 
the lives of people with disabilities by 
addressing accessibility barriers in public 
spaces or workplaces. Work with local 
organizations to develop solutions. 

Deadline: October 29, 5 p.m. EDT

Shad Canada

Fee required.
For students who are completing 

Grades 10 or 11: A month-long summer 
program, in residence at one of twenty 
Canadian universities, focused on STEAM 
(science, technology, engineering, arts 
& math). Selected through a rigorous, 
competitive process: Shad looks for 
diversity and well-roundedness with an 
over-arching commitment to excellence.
Students with a strong academic founda-
tion, who are natural go-getters, curious 
about the world, community-minded, 
creative and engaged are the type that 
excel at Shad. *International baccalau-
reate students can qualify for the creativity 
aspect of CAS through Shad participation. 
The program fee is $3,200 CDN. Financial 
assistance in the form of bursaries is avail-
able. Also, see Fundraising Opportunities 
on the Fees and Financial Support website 
page. There are also exclusive scholarships 
for Shad program graduates. 

Deadline: December 7. Check website 
for updates.

https://www.dukeofed.org/
https://www.dukeofed.org/
https://www.dukeofed.org/ourprinciples
https://www.dukeofed.org/about
https://www.dukeofed.org/getstarted
https://www.risingyouth.ca/
https://www.risingyouth.ca/
https://www.ola.org/en/visit-learn/programs/youth-arts-program
https://www.ola.org/en/visit-learn/programs/youth-arts-program
https://thestarfish.ca/
https://thestarfish.ca/
https://www.facebook.com/thestarfishca
https://www.facebook.com/thestarfishca
https://www.heritagetrust.on.ca/en/index.php/pages/programs/recognition-programs
https://www.heritagetrust.on.ca/en/index.php/pages/programs/recognition-programs
https://www.heritagetrust.on.ca/en/index.php/pages/programs/recognition-programs
https://www.heritagetrust.on.ca/en/pages/programs/recognition-programs/young-heritage-leaders
https://www.heritagetrust.on.ca/en/pages/programs/recognition-programs/young-heritage-leaders
https://www.canada.ca/en/employment-social-development/services/funding/enabling-accessibility-fund-youth-innovation.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/employment-social-development/services/funding/enabling-accessibility-fund-youth-innovation.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/employment-social-development/services/funding/enabling-accessibility-fund-youth-innovation.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/employment-social-development/services/funding/enabling-accessibility-fund-youth-innovation.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/employment-social-development/services/funding/enabling-accessibility-fund-youth-innovation.html
https://www.shad.ca
http://www.shad.ca/Campus-Partners.htm
https://www.shad.ca/about-shad/benefits-of-shad/
https://www.shad.ca/about-shad/benefits-of-shad/
https://www.shad.ca/about-shad/fees-and-financial-support/
https://www.shad.ca/about-shad/fees-and-financial-support/
https://www.shad.ca/about-shad/fees-and-financial-support/
https://www.shad.ca/shad-network/exclusive-scholarships/
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COMPETITION:

CANADIAN YOUNG SPEAKERS FOR 
AGRICULTURE COMPETITION 
Fee required.

Contestants prepare a 5- to 7-minute speech on one of five agriculture-related topics 
and present it at the Royal Agricultural Winter Fair in Toronto on November 6 where 
finalists will be judged live. Visit the Competition Rules page for more details. 

FEE: $40 entry fee. 
Prize: Prizes are available for two age groups: Junior (11 to 15) and Senior (16 to 24). 
Deadline: September 30 

CONTESTS

ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION YOUTH 
REMEMBRANCE CONTESTS 
Poster and Literary Contests: Students in Grades 1-12 are invited to submit their creative 
works, with a focus on Remembrance, through their local school to be entered into 
Legion Branch contests. The Poster Contest is divided into two categories: colour 
and black and white. The Literary Contest is divided into two categories: essay and 
poem. Entries are submitted at the Branch level and winning entries proceed to the 
provincial and then national level. Awards for winning entries are presented at all 
levels. To participate, schools should contact their local Branch in September for details. 
For more detailed information on the contests, see The Legion National Foundation.

Awards: Speak with your local Legion Branch for award offerings at the local and 
provincial levels.
Deadline: Local Legion Branches determine the Poster and Literary Contest deadlines 
for entries. 

TRAVEL & EXCHANGE PROGRAMS (VIRTUAL)

GOVERNMENT OF CANADA: 
YOUTH EXCHANGES CANADA
Youth Exchanges Canada offers reciprocal exchanges for groups or individual 
Canadian citizens or permanent residents between the ages of 12 and 17. Youth 
from different parts of the country are paired according to their ages and interests. 
Each participant takes a turn hosting their “twin” in their home. Participants play 
an active role in planning the exchange by communicating regularly with their 
“twin,” doing research on the community that they will visit, and participating 
in fundraising activities.

EXCHANGES (May be virtual this year).
• Experiences Canada
• YMCA Youth Exchanges 

Program

• Canada Sports Friendship 
Exchange Program

Various deadlines.

Where to Locate 
Scholarships 
& Bursaries

• businesses

• Google search

• employers & unions

• sports organizations

• insurance companies

• banks & credit unions

• Guidance Department

• professional/industry 
associations 

• civic organizations & service 
leagues

• ethnic/heritage/religious 
organizations

• clubs: national, provincial, and 
local chapters

TIME + EFFORT=RESULTS

https://www.cysa-joca.ca/
https://www.cysa-joca.ca/
https://www.cysa-joca.ca/topics/
https://www.cysa-joca.ca/competition-rules
https://www.legion.ca/communities-youth/youth-education/remembrance-contests
https://www.legion.ca/communities-youth/youth-education/remembrance-contests
https://legion.ca/contact-us/find-a-branch
https://lnfcanada.ca/participate/remembrance-contests-for-children-and-youth/
https://www.canada.ca/en/canadian-heritage/services/funding/exchanges-canada/youth-exchanges.html
https://experiencescanada.ca/all-exchanges/
https://yec.ymcagta.org/
https://yec.ymcagta.org/
https://csfep.com/
https://csfep.com/

